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This publication commemorates the 20th anniversary of
the sister city relationship between Madison and Obihiro,
and compiles the celebratory exchanges held in 2025 as

well as the history of exchange between the two cities.
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Madison and Obihiro have long engaged in private-sector exchanges in fields such as agriculture
and mental health, leading to the formal establishment of an international sister city relationship in
2006. Since that time, citizens of both cities have continued to exchange across a wide range of areas,
including study visits aimed at promoting industry-academia collaboration and youth exchange
programs. Now, we are pleased to mark the 20th anniversary of this partnership.

This milestone has been made possible through the passion and dedicated efforts of the
Obihiro-Madison Koryu Association, Madison-Obihiro Sister Cities, Inc., and all the citizens who have
been involved in these exchanges. | would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to all those involved.

Although the recent pandemic directly affected travel and exchange activities, with the
tremendous support of many individuals, we had the honor of welcoming a delegation led by Mayor
Satya Rhodes-Conway to Obihiro this past July. During their visit, we introduced them to Japanese
culture as well as the unique food culture of Tokachi and Obihiro. In November, | also had the
opportunity to visit Madison as a member of our delegation. Through visiting partners such as
UW-Madison, which has an academic exchange agreement with Obihiro University of Agriculture and
Veterinary Medicine, as well as exhibitions of works by artists from Obihiro, we were able to further
strengthen exchanges with the citizens of Madison. Throughout our stay, we received warm hospitality
and generous welcomes from the mayor and many residents, for which | would like to once again
express my sincere appreciation.

Looking ahead, | hope that citizens of both cities will continue to engage in exchanges across
various fields, learn from one another’s cultures and values, and pass on the successes of these
interactions as a valuable legacy to future generations.
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Satya Rhodes-Conway
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Warm greetings to the people of Obihiro! 2026 marks the 20th anniversary of the Madison-Obihiro
sister city relationship. To commemorate this occasion, | was honored to visit Obihiro with a delegation
from Madison in July, and to host a delegation from Obihiro in November.

We were touched by the hospitality Obihiro extended to us and delighted to experience the
wonderful culture, inspiring art, and delicious food there. I'm deeply grateful for the extraordinary
welcome we received. When Mayor Yonezawa's delegation visited us, we were pleased to share some
of the highlights of Madison, such as the University of Wisconsin-Madison, Madison College, and the
State Capitol. We also had an enlightening exchange of ideas around agriculture, tourism, economic
development, art and cultural awareness.

Truly, the heart of both trips was connecting face-to-face and deepening a friendship of close to 20
years. Human connection is the cornerstone of sister city relationships, and we were honored to share
meals and learn about each other’s communities and cultures. These delegations built upon the long
history of people-to-people exchanges between our cities. We sincerely hope that these exchanges will
continue long into the future.

As we celebrate this milestone, we acknowledge the hard work of the Madison and Obihiro sister
city organizations. This partnership has proven incredibly fruitful, and | am confident the next 20 years
will be just as rewarding.

In closing, | would like to wish the people of Obihiro peace, happiness, and good health.
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On behalf of the Obihiro-Madison Koryu Association, | would like to extend my heartfelt
congratulations on the 20th anniversary of the sister city relationship between the Madison and
Obihiro.

Ever since the agreement was signed on October 25, 2006 at Madison’s Olbrich Botanical Gardens,
our two cities have deepened friendship and mutual understanding through citizen exchanges in a wide
range of fields, including economics, education, culture, the arts, and agriculture. Exchanges in the field
of mental health, middle and high school student exchanges, and the academic exchange agreement
between Obihiro University and the University of Wisconsin-Madison in particular have strengthened
ties between our communities and brought great hope to future generations.

The progress achieved over these past 20 years has been made possible by the dedication and
warm support of the citizens of Madison and Obihiro, to whom | would like to express my deepest
gratitude.With this 20 year anniversary, | sincerely hope that the friendship between our two cities will
continue for many years to come.

In closing, | wish Madison and Obihiro continued growth and prosperity, and | extend my best
wishes for the health and happiness of all citizens of both cities.
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| look forward to another rewarding year between our two cities as we conclude our 20th year
anniversary. Our two cities have accomplished much, and we extend our deepest appreciation to you
and Obihiro City for a wonderful celebration of our relationship.

I thank Obihiro for the warm welcome and reception when | brought the 20th anniversary
delegation to Obihiro in July. We felt your warm welcome and | was so delighted of how much Mayor
Satya and the delegation learned about the sister city relationship. Seeing so many friends and getting
them meet Mayor Satya was very important to the sister city relationship as she is very supportive of
our activities and wants to expand this relationship in the future.

| have seen friendships develop, new programs and leadership come together, and | am grateful for
our cities commitment to our sister city programs.

When | am welcomed by young people who came on the Nansho student exchanges and now are
part of your city, it warms my heart. | am heartened that we have given youth the responsibility to
continue the relationship.As 2026 begins, Madison-Obihiro Sister Cities looks forward to new
programs, to share more experiences between our citizenry and continue the friendships already
developed and new friendships to come.

On behalf of MOSC and the citizens of Madison, we wish you all the best and the continuation of
our relationship.
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Madison is the capital city of the State of Wisconsin, located in
the Midwestern United States, west of Lake Michigan, one of the
Great Lakes. The city’s history begins in 1836, when federal judge
James D. Doty purchased a 4km? area surrounded by four lakes. The
city was named after James Madison, the fourth President of the
United States, who passed away that same year.

The city center features an orderly streetscape centered around
the beautiful State Capitol building, modeled after the U.S. Capitol in
Washington, D.C. Madison is widely known as one of the most
attractive and livable cities in the United States.

Located at 43 degrees north latitude, Madison shares many
similarities with Tokachi-Obihiro in terms of climate, flora and fauna,
and overall natural environment. The surrounding region is one of the
largest dairy-producing areas in the country, with dairy products such
as cheese being a major local specialty.
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Obihiro is a city located at the center of the Tokachi Plain,
surrounded by rich natural landscapes, and serves as the core city of the
Tokachi region, where urban functions such as industry and economy,
education and culture, and medical and social welfare services are
concentrated. Tokachi’'s development began in 1883 with the
settlement of the private pioneer group Banseisha, and was later
advanced by settlers from across Japan.

To the west rise the Hidaka Mountains, designated as a national park
in 2024. Together with the Tokachi Plain spreading out at their foothills,
they form a landscape that symbolizes the region. Tokachi is known for
its thriving agricultural and livestock production and is recognized as one
of Japan’s leading food supply bases. Obihiro is home to attractions
unique to the region, including Banei Horse Racing, a style of horse
racing found nowhere else in the world, and a rich local food culture
utilizing locally-grown ingredients to create products such as cheese and
the local specialty butadon pork bowl.
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History of Exchange Between Madison and Obihiro
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Wisconsin, one of the United States’ leading dairy-producing states, and Tokachi-Obihiro have
maintained close ties since the postwar era through agricultural training programs and the introduction
of dairy cattle.

An early catalyst for what would later become the sister city relationship was an exchange in the
field of mental health, focused on learning the
community-based support system called the
“Madison Model.” This led to the formation of citizen
exchange organizations, laying the foundation for
private-sector-driven exchange.

With this momentum, exchanges expanded
beyond agriculture and medicine to include education,
culture, and other fields. In 2006, the two cities
formally established a sister city relationship, which
continues to foster exchange to this day.
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International Sister City Agreement
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R E IR IERARERER (TR BERM38)
Sister City Agreement Signing Ceremony in Madison
(Mayor, City Council Chairman, 3 others)

FEDBHRI T V7 —(84)
Advanced fields study tour in Madison
(8 members)

EFEEERERR(TR)

A group exploring industry-academia-government
collaboration opportunities visits Madison

(7 members)

fBEEEEEEETM(98)
Mental health peer exchange in Madison
(9 members)

BEERERB(FAHEM)
Therapeutic horseback riding site visit to Madison
(Obihiro Uni. prof. and others)

EFERESHRR(208)

(20 members)

BHEEESEETR(BE. TERR)
Mental health peer exchange in Madison
(8 members, 6 members from Chiba Pref.)

BAFEERNEE(BR). TFESULBN(28)
Youth exchange program (8 students) and a
Tokachi food culture presentation (2 members)
in Madison

REBREBHBEERATQ2H)

An environmental conservation cooperation project
study visit in Madison

(2 members)

ERREoERERAEER)(118)

An international fact-finding mission of advanced
agricultural regions (dairy farming) visits Madison
(11 members)

BHEEELEETR(E)
Mental health peer exchange in Madison
(3 members)

FLAEERERSEFRIEIHE(7R)

Obihiro South Commercial High School

(Nansho High School) exchange program in Madison
(7 students)

EEFSEERR(158)

An industry-government-academia-finance
collaboration site visit in Madison

(15 members)
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Obihiro to Madison

3.21~28

2010 @
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Obihiro
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2006 @

ERIBE
10.23~30

@ 2007

X7V VRLMKEBTIREA(EE)

T§;8§1 MOSC vists Obihiro (Board Member)
21620 NTAVURLHHKSHATA(REM12)
3.6~15 ' Invitational exchange for the Madison exchange
organization to Obihiro (Board Pres., 1 other)
RTFAVUTBIEERASE(R)
8.12~16 . i
Youth exchange program in Obihiro
(3 students)
10.3~21
T @mmonw | N7 AV VMRIBESX(MRi16%)
TR20%F o .
3.10~17 1.24~29 Invitational exchange for the Mayor of Madison to
Obihiro
(Mayor, 6 others)
10.13~19
11.1~8

@ 2009

FR21F
2.21~23

RF4Y VELMKESHIRZA(RR)
MOSC visits Obihiro
(Board Pres.)

9.7~14

10.1~9

11.6~15

TR 226
9.9~21

9.23~29
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2011 @
BAFEERRBEQE) FH23E
Youth exchange program in Madison 3.28~31
g students)_ . 6.5~9 REEEELEETR(T7R)
HLERESEFZRSENHE(5R) 8.30~9.8 : Mental health peer exchange in Obihiro
Nansho High School exchange program in Madison (7 members)
(5 students)
A ER TGS A F RSB R REFEE 9.3~8
(MR.BRM148) THRXLEBNEE
Sister City 5th Anniversary delegation visits Madison
(Mayor, City Council Chairman, 14 others) and a
Tokachi food culture presentation group in Madison
0 e 2012 @ 235
. _ ] fEEEE
BOFETRBEE(9B) FHoaE . o | iianicd=
Youth exchange progarm in Madison 3.20~26 ) .
(9 students) 4.4~8 ELERREFE(108)
HLEEESEZRBHNIE(5R) 9.8~20 ' Youth exchange program in Obihiro
Nansho High School exchange program in Madison (10 students)
5 student | . N
(0 students) oa0o11s BLMEIEI0ERSR MR HRTAREMIE)
2013 . ’ ’ Attendance at the 130th Obihiro Founding
" w s Anniversary ceremony
ﬁWE§%é$%Xlﬁ(4%) ) ER25F (Board Pres., 3 others)
Mental health peer exchange in Madison 3.4~9
(4 members)
BIEERRBE(TR) 31926
Youth exchange program in Madison . 101~9 TPV VS LGRS A(RE)
(7 students) : MOSC visits Obihiro
(Board Pres.)
- DR oA on BABXILICETBHESA
mﬁﬁﬁ¥ﬁ%$&,§ﬂﬁﬁﬁ§(5%+%$1%)_ 11.9~21 10.3~11.20 Japanese food culture study in Obihiro
Nansho High School exchange program in Madison
(5 students, 1 teacher)
2014 @
BIEETRBE(3R) FH26%E
Youth exchange program in Madison 3.21~29 5.5~11 BHEEENEETR(MKETRaRM62)
(3 students) : Mental health peer exchange in Obihiro
(Board Pres., 6 others)
HLREEEREFRBNHE(5R8+EE18) 9.13~25
Nansho High School exchange program in Madison e -
- e BEEEAS 9420V Y Y RESMERBERE
(5 students, 1 teacher) 11.12 e,
(I4RIAVYVKREHESR)
2015 . Obihiro Uni. - UW-Madison academic exchange
s B —— agreement signed in Obihiro
BIEERREE(Q2R) EH27E -Madi i
Youth exchange program in Madison 3.24~31 (8 UW-Madison representatives)
(2 students)
HLREEEREFRBNHE(GR+EE1R) 9.12~23
Nansho High School exchange program in Madison
(3 students, 1 teacher) 10.1~9 AHEEEYEER RS maRM12)
Mental health peer exchange in Obihiro
2 Ol 6 . (Board Pres., 1 other)
BHEEELEETM(48) FRH28F
Mental health peer exchange in Madison 2.26~3.4 51013 kTS 10O E ER S
(4 members) (FRXZMHEBHTARE 538)
Sister City 10th Anniversary delegation visits Obihiro
(Mayor, spouse, Board Pres.)
= , - =]\ R
Ik ER RIS 1 ORI EF B0 2R (TR 5 8) 7.30~8.3 7.20~26 iﬁfiﬂiﬁ:f# in Obihiro
Sister City 10th Anniversary project in Madison
. (5 students)
(5 artists)
Ik EB TS 10 F S R AR E A 8.26~9.2
(MR #RM118) . .
Sister City 10th Anniversary delegation visits Madison . :
(Mayor, City Council Chairman, 11 others) ] 3 ﬁ -
| il B
. .
o = N | R 1
LA EES S RBNTHE (SR 12) 51022 Welcome to Obihiro Mayor Soglint 8
Nansho High School exchange program in Madison L , E
(5 students, 1 teacher) Y
BHEEELEER(28) 10.15~23

Mental health peer exchange in Madison
(2 members)
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FLAEEEREIRBNHE(5B+EE18R)
Nansho High School exchange program in Madison
(5 students, 1 teacher)

EHEEESEETR(6R)
Mental health peer exchange in Madison
(6 members)

FLABEESFFRBIHE(5R+EE1R)
Nansho High School exchange program in Madison
(5 students, 1 teacher)

FLABEEFFRBIHE(GR+EE1R)
Nansho High School exchange program in Madison
(5 students, 1 teacher)

Tk EB IS 1 S SRR B (RAICE)
Sister City 15th Anniversary delegation postponed
to 2022

R TS 1 SAFR R EFHBE (L)
XEBLOOF DA IVARPIEKICKD

Sister City 15th Anniversary delegation cancelled
due to COVID-19

SHTE
™ 0% 8.19~27
NG SEISE =2
SEMNHE
9.6~18
9.11~15
2021 @
SH3E 8.20~30
2022 @
SHM4E
@ 2023
SHM5E
8.21~30
9.30~10.6

BOFERREEQER)
Youth exchange program in Madison
(2 students)

HLEEEREERENHE(52+k%E28R)
Nansho High School exchange program in Madison
(5 students, 2 teachers)

MRG0 BFERRESHE (TR, BRMER)

Sister City 20th Anniversary delegation visits Madison
(Mayor, City Council Chairman, 8 others)

Obihiro to Madison

® 2017

ERR29%F
5.7~11

7.20
9.8~20

2018 @

TR30F
3.25~31 71218
8.20~28
9.7~18
10.21~25

@ 2019

2024 @

SHEE

.23~31
8:23~3 8.19~28

2025 @

SHTE
3.8~17 7.3~8
_  8.20~29
11.14~22

Sister City 20th Anniversary
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T4V VELMHESIRZA(ER)
MOSC visits Obihiro
(Board Pres.)

BHABXILICET 2 ERA

Japanese food culture study in Obihiro

RTIVUTERERERZA(6Z+51E1R)
High school students visit Obihiro
(6 students, 1 teacher)

HLBEKRF VA RAAVIVREIT VIR
BEYI—TOTSL(REE138)

Obihiro Uni. - UW-Madison joint summer program
(13 students)

T4V VELMHESIRZA(RR)
MOSC visits Obihiro
(Board Pres.)

HLBEKRTZ VA RAAVIVREITAV IR
BEYY—TOTSL(FEE128)

Obihiro Uni. - UW-Madison joint summer program
(12 students)

RTIAYVUELIMHEBHRZEA(RR)
MOSC visits Obihiro
(Board Pres.)

BLBEKRZ VA AAVYVKREIT AV UK
BRYY—TO7SL(BE1R)

Obihiro Uni. - UW-Madison joint summer program
(11 students)

HLBEKRF VA RAAVIVREIT AV IR
BEYY—TOTSL(FEE14%8)

Obihiro Uni. - UW-Madison joint summer program
(14 students)

RT4Y VELMHEBIRZA(EREE)
MOSC visits Obihiro
(Board Pres.,spouse)

BLBERZ VA RAVYIREITAY IR
BREYY—TO7 5L (FE11R)

Obihiro Uni. - UW-Madison joint summer program
(11 students)

kBTS20 AEL RBE(TRMTE)

Sister City 20th Anniversary delegation visits Obihiro
(Mayor, 7 others)
FBLBEKRZ - DARAAVIIREIT AV IR
BRAYY—TOISL(EE158)

Obihiro Uni. - UW -Madison joint summer program
(15 students)

Madison-Obihiro
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20th Anniversary Exchange

2025.7.3thu-7.8tue

SFEEERE Vadson Delegation Members

ITF4YVVHE Mayorof Madison
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Satya Rhodes-Conway

RTVUHRIN- M~

Madison Mayor's Partner

IAS— JLARAV—

Amy Klusmeier

Madison Common Council

¥FEqvvmBEREEE L LASUSSY - AT S5I v Muralidharan Govindarajan
NT Y VBLMEESTHER glf:rijopr;'e%%igrifto et e J3—-KW==5— JoOyama-Miller
RFYVHHRAHE || O SRy N D FaOP=0—)b Vennetie faueronCole
=\ )~ )L Madison Mayor's Office = /= o o
YTV UTHRAMREIAI VT SAZ-F DAY  LallaDCosta
T BRI R TE R A Madison-Obihiro Sister Cities, Inc. /\OI\U w7 74“11“ Patrick Miles

Treasurer

Madison-Obihiro Sister Cities, Inc.

TRy UELmEgTass | IX-N=2 Fomarahn
B ATE cchedule
73thu HFLEB Arrive in Obihiro
7.4 fri FLEFEXEIERE Visit Obihiro Centennial Museum
R EH Mayor and City Council Chairman Courtesy Visit
gl - M Welcome Reception
7.5sat HLBEKRERZE Visit Obihiro University of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine
TEINBERNEBERS Visit Kato Farm
FAZVLWEREBEREL —X Obihiro Horce Race Track
7.6sun  FORXRE TRERKER Tea ceremony
JICARLRZ Visit JICA Obihiro
TEA-—NILREZE Visit Tokachi Oval
LEBEIOIEYX/N—DNEAR Visit Uemon's Heart
7.7 mon HLMMIH_ Visit Obihiro Shrine
Y NGEESE XN Visit Obihiro South Commercial High School
7.8tue ®HILHEHE Depart from Obihiro
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20th Anniversary Exchange

2025.11.14fri-11.22sat

BERBEERE Obihiro Delegation Members

wILTHE Mayor of Obihiro ﬂé; EU% Norihisa Yonezawa
wILhTHEESEER Obihiro City Council Chairman &L BE3E AkemiYokoyama
Bh-YR Y URRBARE g(t);éi}?idr%ll‘\gg%izgg Koryu Association Hlg FLS  Takeshi Sanuki
B v ERBRRAE (LA O e B e e
BN YTV IURRBEELE Obihiro Madison Koryu Association Member 3l IE®R  Masanori Arishiro
BIL-YTIYVURRBARE Obihiro Madison Koryu Association Member  JJR B1i& Masahiro Ozawa
TV I—FVarILieEBREE gzlé?é:th;rlir;ttesr?:éional Association IEE HHY  Keorikato
EBIEF Secretariat Staff Ba HEAN  Masato Fujiyoshi
EFEF/ Secretariat Staff IV FESE  AsamiKotake
SBER Interpreter TJYUARNIT7—-F7 > RS5—F Christopher Andrade
BRETIE Schedule
11.14 fri =) N Depart from Obihiro
11.15 sat RTq4YVEIE Arrive in Madison
1116 sun ML EE= a3 Visit Wisconsin State Capitol
MK E G20 A F K I M 20th Anniversary Commemorative Ceremony
1117 mon  THIRFTEHRS Visit Madison Municipal Building
E/FTSREE Visit Monona Terrace
D4 ARAAV IV KEEM Visit University of Wisconsin-Madison
1118 tue X TF«YVIUFPFIZAIALYIEHM Visit Madison Area Technical Colledge
11.19wed HRELC6BYTAYVVHEHE 6 members depart from Madison
O—9U—<IFqVYVEHfE Visit Rotary Madison
11.20thu  IFq VYV HE Depart from Madison
11.22sat HFLEE Arrive in Obihiro
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Wisconsin State Ca
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Led by former Wisconsin State Senator Mark Miller,
the delegation toured the Wisconsin State Capitol, one of
Madison's most recognizable landmarks. Inside the
building, they were introduced to key facilities, including
the Governor's Office, the courts, and the chambers of
both the State Senate and the Assembly. The tour included
the bronze badger sculpture, said to bring good luck to
those who rub its nose.

Commemorative C

MA16BIEN TV YHIRDIY I D7 —5— IRFIVICBVT KBS 2 O BFEL INBAFEESN. YT«
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RO E UL,
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MMBRINT 4V UHNDR] ZREHHEHBDOIELEL TV REEX UL MA T MERN SWMKEBHIREEDINGH
BICHUTRHFRNMESEINE U,

On November 16th, a commemorative ceremony celebrating the 20th anniversary was held at the Edgewater Hotel.
Approximately 50 guests attended, including Mayor Satya Rhodes-Conway and members from Madison-Obihiro Sister Cities,
Inc. Artwork by artists from Obihiro was displayed at the venue, and guests were offered sweets from the Tokachi-Obihiro,
along with traditional Japanese dagashi candies.

As part of the ceremony, the mayors exchanged commemorative gifts, with Obihiro presenting an Ainu-crafted wooden
plate known as an “ita” and Madison presenting the Key to the City as a token of appreciation and respect. In addition, the
board presidents of both exchange associations presented certificates of appreciation to individuals who have made significant
contributions to the exchange.
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Madison Municipal Buildihg
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Officials from the City of Madison, the State of Wisconsin, and local organizations gave presentations on current
initiatives and policy efforts. Topics included tourism promotion through cycling, land use and redevelopment in response
to rising house costs, and recent bus system improvements, as well as an overview of the Japan America Society of
Wisconsin established in February, 2025. The presentations highlighted similarities shared between Wisconsin and
Madison and the Tokachi-Obihiro region, including shared natural environments, regional industries, and strong
cooperation between urban centers and surrounding areas.

Monona Terrace

E/FHHICABETS5BETOIINRY Y 3
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Monona Terrace is a five-story convention
center located on the shore of Lake Monona,
designed by world-renowned architect Frank Lloyd
Wright, who also designed Japan'’s former Imperial
Hotel. During the visit, the delegation toured
interior spaces emphasizing natural light and open
sightlines, as well as lakefront corridors. From the
Grand Terrace, they enjoyed beautiful panoramic
views of Lake Monona.
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University of Wisconsin-Madiso
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The delegation visited UW-Madison, which has an academic
exchange agreement with Obihiro University and is widely known as
a comprehensive institution that has produced numerous Nobel
Prize laureates. They were welcomed by Dean of the College of
Agricultural and Life Sciences Jennifer Kushner, observed the
women'’s volleyball team’s practice session, and visited the football
stadium Camp Randall. They also met with Professor Emeritus Jiwan
Palta, a pivotal figure in bringing the universities together, who
spoke to the group about how research in potatoes led to the
establishment of the academic exchange agreement.

Madison Area Technical ¢dliege

RFAVYIUTFIZAIAL Y Y (FFIEK)
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The delegation visited MATC and toured its
construction, healthcare, and engineering programes,
observing well-equipped classrooms designed for
practical, hands-on learning. One highlight was a
state-of-the-art healthcare training room featuring
interactive simulation mannequins of pregnant
women and infants that enable realistic clinical
training.
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Art Exhibition Introduction
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BArt Exchange
An exhibition by photography enthusiast Hisashi Urashima was held at the welcome reception venue in Obihiro
welcoming the delegation led by the Mayor of Madison. In addition, Mr. Urashima’s works and paper art by local

contemporary artist Kaori Kato were exhibited at 20th anniversary commemorative ceremony venue in Madison,
introducing artwork from Tokachi-Obihiro to the citizens of Madison.

5ﬁ .% ﬂ Hisashi Urashima

1952F BB BENEF N HFLHDI A (VT
Uyya - PATE-ZREEVCEEZRBHABSICE
(FCTE2009F . EERTH LTI HEF—D
FEERIT THORSZRT UGS 2. TR KBRS,
TENBINBUCII D—ARDNILZLVDARE, Z2—3—
TIALIXTERBNINEREBRICH 5 EIFONS
JATU—TA R I2TU—TAADZNIFHEHELTH
HH5NB,20165F. SEBIH N KEICTHE.

Born in 1952 in Toyokoro, Hokkaido, Hisashi
Urashima is the director of JOY English Academy in
Obihiro and has devoted his life to English education.
Inspired by his late father, photographer Koichi
Urashima, he began capturing the landscapes of
Tokachi in 2009. His main photographic subjects are
the Harunire Tree (Japanese elm) on the riverbed of the
Tokachi River and Jewelry Ice at Otsu Coast, a
phenomenon that he named and that has been
featured in The New York Times . In 2016, he was
appointed as the Tourism Ambassador of Toyokoro.

10 B D & Y Kaori Kato

7z AR ARER(CITIA B RS TER A VR I—
VaveEHEL. BERANTEESH IS EEEZDIERER
7—MMER2016F HFLMERKEDARIV Y UMY
TV YHOmMmKSHHE10AEZLILC. N T a1V
~®DCommonwealth GallerylCCTA 2V RIL—2 3>
TERZERTR. 2025F 0B L BB S KURLTHX

LRHEZZE,

Kaori Kato is a Japanese artist whose practice
explores the expressive potential of hand-folded paper
in the creation of site-specific installations and
sculptural works. Her installation work was shown at
the Commonwealth Gallery in Madison, Wisconsin, in
2016 to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the
sister city relationship between Obihiro and Madison.
In 2025, Kato received the Hokkaido Culture
Encouragement Award from the Hokkaido Government
and the Obihiro City Cultural Encouragement Award
from the City of Obihiro.

BETD#F MExhibition Photos
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Message from the Editors
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Since the establishment of the sister city relationship, Madison and Obihiro have continued to
foster citizen-led exchanges through the Obihiro-Madison Koryu Association and Madison-Obihiro
Sister Cities, Inc. In particular, Board Presidents Takeshi Sanuki and Jo Oyama-Miller have long served
as vital bridges between the two cities, providing unwavering support for sister city exchange
initiatives. The realization of this first mutual delegation exchange in ten years is a testament to their
dedication, as well as to the efforts of those involved.

During the Madison delegation’s visit to Obihiro, the cooperation of Koryu Association members
and residents with prior ties to Madison enabled us to convey the city’s appeal with sincerity and care.
Likewise, the Obihiro delegation was warmly welcomed in Madison by the City, MOSC members, and
local residents, further strengthening the bonds between our communities.

We extend our deepest gratitude to everyone in both cities who contributed to the success of this
project. It is our sincere hope that this commemorative publication will serve as an opportunity to
reflect on the path traveled thus far and as a contribution to the continued growth of friendly
exchanges between Madison and Obihiro over the next twenty years and beyond.
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